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Subsidence and 
Sea Level Rise
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National Geographic

Å Saline soils should be uncommon 

in the east, howeveréé

Å Groundwater drawdown causes 

subsidence

Å Climate change causes sea level 

rise



USDA 2008 and NOAA 2017
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Sea-levels in MD expected to rise 1-2 ft by 2050



Parent Material and Elevation
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Types of Saltwater Intrusion on Delmarva
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High tides 

and ditches

Rising seas and 

saline groundwater



Conversion on Delmarva

Bare area where nothing 

survives, until possibly 

area is wetter?

Marsh, weeds, invasive 

species move in.

Consistent/persistent 

additions of salts to soils 

reduces crop and tree 

survivability


